[Poe in Cyberspace, Fall 2012]
Poe Found Alive and Well in Baltimore
Although some university presses have uploaded to their Web sites a few scholarly works still under copyright, most standard works of Poe scholarship remain under copyright protection and thus are not legally available on the Internet. However, Jeffrey Savoye has recently obtained unusual permissions to post a number of such texts to the Web site of the Edgar Allan Poe Society of Baltimore: <http://www.eapoe.org>. The distinguished Poe scholars represented in this group are T. O. Mabbott, Burton Pollin, Arthur Hobson Quinn, John Ostrom, Dwight Thomas and David K. Jackson, Michael J. Deas, and William Doyle Hull. 
Taken together, this set of about a dozen eminent works, all initially published between 1941 and 1989, comprise a comprehensive electronic shelf for Poe research. The titles include Poe's Collected Works (3 vols., 1969-87), edited by T.O. Mabbott; continued as the Collected Writings (5 vols., 1981-86), edited by Burton Pollin; Poe's Letters, edited by John Ostrom (2 vols., 1948-66); the Arthur Hobson Quinn biography (1941); the Poe Log (1987) by Dwight Thomas and David K. Jackson; The Portraits and Daguerreotypes of Poe, collected by Michael J. Deas (1987); the bibliography of Poe's criticism and reviews by William Doyle Hull (1941); and a group of articles from Poe Studies (1970-86). Some final verification, proofing, and cross-referencing still in progress should be completed by the time you read this. 
To browse these new additions to the Web page of the Poe Society, go to its home page at <www.eapoe.org> and scroll down to find the well-described links, type in the URLs provided below, or use the live links online at <eapoe.info>.
1. The Collected Works of Edgar Allan Poe: Volume I, Poems (1969), and Volumes II-III, Tales and Sketches (1968), edited by Thomas Ollive Mabbott, published by Harvard University Press and reprinted in paperback by the University of Southern Illinois in 2000.   Mabbott's notes are marked off with double letter cue marks: 
Vol. 1, Poems: <http://www.eapoe.org/works/mabbott/tom1p000.htm> 

Vol. 2, Tales and Sketches:<http://www.eapoe.org/works/mabbott/tom2t000.htm> 
Vol. 3, Tales and Sketches:<http://www.eapoe.org/works/mabbott/tom3t000.htm> 
2. The Collected Writings of Edgar Allan Poe (5 vols., 1981-97), ed. Burton Pollin. Continuing Mabbott's Collected Works, Pollin's first volume, The Imaginary Voyages, was published by Twayne in 1981. The remaining volumes focus on Poe's non-fiction prose and were published by Gordian Press, which also issued the revision of the first volume in 1994: <http://www.eapoe.org/works/pollin/brpinfo.htm>

Volume I, The Imaginary Voyages (The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym, The Unparalleled Adventure of one Hans Pfaall, and The Journal of Julius Rodman): <http://www.eapoe.org/works/pollin/brp1c000.htm>;
Volume II, The Brevities: Pinakidia, Marginalia and Other Works: <http://www.eapoe.org/works/pollin/brp2c000.htm>;
Volume III, Writings in The Broadway Journal: Nonfictional Prose: <http://www.eapoe.org/works/pollin/brp3c000.htm>;
Volume IV, Writings in The Broadway Journal: Nonfictional Prose [notes]: <http://www.eapoe.org/works/pollin/brp4c000.htm>;
Volume V, Writings in the Southern Literary Messenger: Nonfictional Prose: <http://www.eapoe.org/works/pollin/brp5c000.htm>.
3. Edgar Allan Poe: A Critical Biography by Arthur Hobson Quinn (1941). Reprinted in paperback from the corrected edition of 1942 by John Hopkins in 1998. Although some details are out of date, it is, in the view of  the Poe Society, "still the standard biography":  <http://www.eapoe.org/papers/misc1921/quinn00c.htm>.
4. The Poe Log: A Documentary Life of Edgar Allan Poe by Dwight R. Thomas and David K. Jackson (1987). Modeled after The Melville Log as a biographical chronology, it is an "invaluable overview of Poe’s life, rooted in historical documents": <http://www.eapoe.org/papers/misc1921/tplg00ca.htm>.

5. The Portraits and Daguerreotypes of Edgar Allan Poe by Michael J. Deas (1989), the definitive collection of images of Poe, with some online images upgraded to full color: <http://www.eapoe.org/papers/misc1921/deas00ca.htm>.
6. William Doyle Hull, "A Canon of the Critical Works of Edgar Allan Poe with a Study of Poe as Editor and Reviewer" (diss., Univ. of Virginia, 1941; not previously published). The most extensive attempt to establish the canon of unsigned reviews and notices that appeared in magazines with which Poe was affiliated and that have been attributed to him: <http://www.eapoe.org/papers/misc1921/hullw00c.htm>.
7. John W. Ostrom, The Letters of Edgar Allan Poe, (2 vols., 1948, suppl. 1966.). Includes letters written to Poe, edited by Joseph V. Ridgely, with an index of correspondents: <http://www.eapoe.org/works/letters/index.htm>. (The "third edition" of Ostrom, edited by Burton Pollin and Jeffrey Savoye, with a checklist and extensive notes, was issued by Gordion Press in 2008.)
8. Poe Studies (1968 to 1987). Contains articles that support references in Mabbott, the Poe Log, and Pollin:
Poe Newsletter (1968 - 1970) (Vols. I - III): <http://www.eapoe.org/pstudies/ps1960/index.htm>;
Poe Studies (1971 - 1979) (Vols. IV - XII): <http://www.eapoe.org/pstudies/ps1970/index.htm>;
Poe Studies (1980 - 1985) (Vols. XIII - XVIII): <http://www.eapoe.org/pstudies/ps1980/index.htm>;
Poe Studies / Dark Romanticism (1986-1987) (Vols. XIX - XX): <http://www.eapoe.org/pstudies/ps1986/index.htm>.
Note: Poe Studies since 1987 is available commercially through the publisher Wiley: <http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1111/%28ISSN%291754-6095>.  

The Web site of the Poe Society of Baltimore already contains a number of 19th century biographies of Poe: Henry Beck Hurst, Philadelphia Saturday Museum (1843); Rufus Wilmot Griswold, Works, III (1850); John H. Ingram, Works (1874-75); Eugene Didler, Life (1877); and William Fearing Gill, Life (1877). In addition, there are several 20th century biographies: James A. Harrison, Works: I (1902); George. E. Woodberry, Life (2 vols., 1909); and Mary E. Phillips. Poe the Man (1926): <http://www.eapoe.org/geninfo/poebiog.htm>. (In future the site will include Hervey Allen, Israfel (1926).)
The organic structure of the Poe Society Web site flows from its unique function as both a descriptive bibliography of works by and about Poe and an archive of electronic texts of both works by Poe (poetry, fiction, non-fiction, and other types) and important works written  about him. The poetry section consists of e-texts of the four main collections, Tamerlane  (1827), Al Aaraaf, (1829), Poems (1831), and The Raven (1845); in addition, there are links to 97 individual poems listed alphabetically with a chronology and an index of first lines. The section on fiction contains Arthur Gordon Pym (1837), the three main collections, Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque (2 vols., 1840), Prose Romances (1843) and Tales (1845), and the individual works. The section on Poe’s Works of Non-Fiction has five divisions: Literary Criticism (Reviews and Notices) with links to the Works (1850, Vol. III); Essays, Sketches & Lectures; Miscellanea ("Autography," The Literati, and Marginalia,); Poe’s Letters in the Ostrom second edition with letters to Poe and a list of correspondents; and Miscellaneous Material. Moreover, the site has made a special effort to  record reprintings with variants and thus is especially valuable for textual studies. Most of these sections have an alphabetical list of materials, a discussion of Poe's canon, other notes, and a descriptive bibliography. 
The site has what Savoye calls "full electronic texts of every poem and tale known to have been authorized by Poe during his lifetime ... and a few prominent reprints," including a version of "The Sleeper" unknown to Mabbott. Among its hard to find materials are Poe's  publications in Alexanders's Weekly Messenger, the Doings of Gotham series from the Columbia Spy, and the prospectuses for The Penn and The Stylus. Eventually the site will have everything "at least plausibly attributed to Poe," with a special section for rejected material. In the process of verifying his uploads, Savoye has found and corrected a number of errors made by previous editors. 
Being very serious about Poe texts, the site has no advertising, no graphical attractions, and no pages on Facebook or Twitter. Scholars and students are encouraged to use it without charge for any academic, non-commercial purpose, without restrictions, registration, or formal permission. Passages and even entire works can be searched and freely downloaded. The e-texts have been extensively proofed and verified, but confirmation against printed sources, using its publication data and page references, is still recommended prior to publication and any other critical use. Although the site is designed for Poe scholars doing academic research, a bulge in late fall activity suggests heavy use by high school students for term papers. Earning consistently high rankings in Google, Bing, and Yahoo searches, the site has grown  in the last two years from 2,500 to 5,000 files, according to Savoye's estimate, largely because of increases in related images. Although the site index is not complete, navigation is possible by working through the structured bibliographies. A desired work may also be found through an advanced Google search, or at the end of a regular search string add the exact phrase "site:eapoe.org" (without quotes or internal spaces). 
All pages displayed at <eapoe.org> have been formatted in HTML for Firefox and compatible Web browsers, making them adequate for copying, viewing, or printing as entire files when they are viewed or downloaded. If you need to separate the text from the HTML-encoding or the accompanying editorial matter and encounter encoding conflicts in Microsoft Word, downloading the entire file as Text or capture a block of the text directly from the Web screen into a non-formatting text editor such as Notepad for Windows.

In recent years Jeffrey Savoye has become a favorite subject for interviews on Poe, being called upon to discuss such popular subjects as the Poe toaster, theories of the death of Poe, the composition of "The Raven," and funding support for the Poe House in Baltimore. In the first installment of the Present at the Creation series on Morning Edition with Elizabeth Blair on NPR on January 14, 2002, he discussed theories of the composition of "The Raven."  His remarks upon the failure of the Poe Toaster to appear in 2010, ending a tradition honored since 1950 and perhaps starting even earlier, were quoted as far away as Belgium, Brunei. Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France. Germany, Hong Kong, India, Namibia, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, South Africa, Turkey, and Viet Nam. His appeal for financial support of the Poe House in Baltimore appeared in The New York Times on August 7, 2011. 
As a child Savoye was already  interested in Poe -- he recalled memorizing "The Raven" in second grade when not all the words made sense -- whetting his youthful curiosity on entries in a 10 volume Funk and Wagnall's household encyclopedia (some volumes were missing but he is no longer sure which). In high school he broadened his reading to include a few favorite Poe tales and works by Dickens and Hawthorne. Later he found it natural to pursue a B. A. in English in the writing program of Towson University. Seeking copies of Poe's writings in the only way possible at the time, he collaborated informally with Chris Scharpf, later an assistant curator of the Poe House in Baltimore, to photocopy pages from published Poe texts and articles. When employment opportunities became available for computer programmers, he trained in IBM Assembler, Cobol,  and CCIS. During the PC revolution in the 1980s, he began collecting Poe works as e-text files on floppy disks and later on early hard disks, often keying them into a simplified version of WordPerfect known as Letter Perfect. Afterwards, working with Alexander G. Rose III, he became the bibliographer and corresponding secretary of the Edgar Allan Poe Society of Baltimore, of which he is now secretary, treasurer, and Webmaster.
The introduction of HTML in the 1990s made it more possible to distribute Poe e-texts via the World Wide Web. Savoye comments: "I am self taught in HTML and XHTML, CSS, as well as XML." After a period on the dial-up Erols server, the Poe Society Web site briefly shared space in May 1997 on the University of Baltimore Web site, it moved, fourteen years ago. in August 1998, to its present location at <eapoe.org> and quickly earned attention and applause: "The site already contains more Poe e-texts than any other and continues to grow in size and scope" ("The Electronic Poe," Poe Studies, 1997 [1999] 30:6). 
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