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In spring 2018 "Poe in Cyberspace" marked its 20th anniversary with a retrospective of some highlights of those years. The column then went in hiatus for a year or so, during which time the Internet underwent changes that were both radical and unprecedented. The old era of confidence and trust in the Internet was replaced by one of doubt and suspicion. It was a sign of the times in spring 2018 that Google finally abandoned its famous original motto, “Don’t be evil.” The Cambridge Analytica scandal, which also broke in spring 2018, ended public confidence in social networks when it came to light that personal data, collected by Facebook for what were supposed to be research purposes, had actually been unscrupulously packaged and sold to political operators. It was a tipping point. Many users began to question Facebook as its degree of tolerance for fakes became apparent. It turned out that many people and organizations on social networks were actually fake; the websites on which they appeared were fake as well; and the supporting data they presented was also fake. Feeling vulnerable in matters of privacy, authenticity, and transparency, participants in Facebook, Google, YouTube, and other social networks, have begun to withdraw from the Web. 

For Poe, a century and a half ago, the new information technology and culture of the 1840s had raised similar hopes and fears. The electric telegraph became what Tom Standage in his book called The Victorian Internet. For his part, Poe was surprisingly optimistic in his extravaganza “The Thousand and Second Tale of Scheherazade” in which he teased readers who were not au currant with the torrent of recent inventions. Poe's descriptions were so grossly overinflated by design that o they required explanatory footnotes. Thus the man made "out of brass and wood, and leather," who could beat almost anyone at chess, proved to be Maelzel's Automaton Chess-player. The device that could match "the united labor of fifty thousand fleshy men for a year" was, of course, Babbage's Calculating Machine. For the reader who needed "twenty thousand copies of the Koran in an hour" the answer was the Electro Telegraph Printing Apparatus. Now any writer "could sit down in Damascus and indite a letter at Bagdad"with the Electro telegraph, the device that "transmits intelligence instantaneously . . .[to] any distance upon the earth." Finally, the artist who "directed the sun to paint his portrait, and the sun did" was using the daguerreotype. 

Poe also expressed his confidence in a technological development he called the pure machine. In "Maezel's Chess Player," he observed that the device sometimes lost a game, and therefore, as Poe concluded, it could not be the fully automatic mechanism it claimed to be: "Were the machine a pure machine this would not be the case — it would always win." In a related matter, Poe also believed in the power of logic in aesthetic matters, claiming in “The Philosophy of Composition,” that after the appropriate preliminary steps a poem could be composed quite easily “with the precision and rigid consequence of a mathematical problem.”
Today, much former confidence in the Internet is being replaced by doubt and suspicion in the press, leading users to become more reluctant to share personal information on social networks. The negative momentum grew until it became possible to ask a hitherto unimaginable question: "How much of the Internet is fake?" Some answers came in well-documented articles in The Atlantic, New York magazine, and The New York Times late in 2018 that surveyed the rise of bots and fakes and the resulting mood of disillusion, skepticism, and suspicion in which trust and confidence were vanishing. Human web traffic (what a phrase!) had already fallen to under 60 percent, according to one estimate, and as much as half of YouTube traffic already consisted of “bots masquerading as people.” The imminent danger was that if fake sites exceeded 50 percent (passing what is called the inversion point), fraudulent Web traffic would be regarded as real and, as a result, normal human traffic, unexpectedly in the minority, would seem fake. The result would be a catastrophe, a zone of no return. (Source: New York Magazine. December 24, 2018). To compound matters, four hitherto well-admired tech giants, alphabetically Amazon, Apple, Facebook, and Google, came to be regarded as targets for anti-trust fines and legislation, Google, which had pioneered in ranking Web pages and had sold ads then placed above such top pages; had inadequate defenses against fakery. Google Maps in particular suffered from fake ads (11 million of them, according to The Wall Street Journal), especially to lure callers to emergency contractor and repair services. Online shoppers know that store and service ratings are not always what they seem, some being fictitious "dark patterns" to lure customers. Even in the home, where biometric fingerprint and facial recognition data provide convenience and security services, collected data might be used for suspicious purposes. Users of Alexa can use it to find information, play music, and answer questions, but was it a concern that it was always listening? 
Visual fakery also became more prevalent, as ordinary photographs, once regarded as unimpeachable in matters of evidence, now could be altered with off-the shelf software, in other words, "photoshopped." To make matters more uncertain, altered videos, called "deep fakes," became much more convincing than altered still photographs could ever be. Fake photographs played an important part in the rise of Lil Miquela, a "musician, change-seeker, and robot," who first appeared on Instagram in April 2016 and now had 1.6 million followers. She is, however, a digital creature, a fake: she does not exist. It has been said that when the Internet becomes a simulacrum and is overwhelmed by fake people, fake websites, and fake social-media accounts, only the ads will be real.
A decade ago, Shoshana Zuboff had argued in The Age of the Smart Machine that automation was dangerously concentrating control into narrow managerial hands. In The Age of Surveillance Capitalism, Zuboff, a retired Harvard business professor, followed with the argument that the ubiquitous tracking by phones and computers is leading to a new economic order based on the marketing of surveillance data, a threat from which the public has no legal protection.

Some Poe sites have responded to the deepening crisis of confidence by taking steps to reassure users. The @EdgarAllanPoeAuthor site on Facebook (which incidentally has 3,721,047 followers) attempts to rebuild confidence by stressing page transparency and offering a badge of authenticity. For the statistically curious, Social Bakers tallies the number of Poe fans on Facebook at 3.8 million. In an unrelated development, some other Poe Facebook pages exhibiting an increase in linguistic diversity. The Facebook group page @PoeEdgarAllan is available in four languages, English, Portuguese, French, and German. 

On Twitter many large sites on devoted to Poe, such as #edgar_allan_poe, which claims 105,8K followers, offers disappointingly little information about him. More substantial Poe content can be found on the smaller Twitter page #edgarallanpoe, which has only 12.7K followers. In the matter of linguistic diversity for Twitter Poe pages, #edgarallanpo_ is in Spanish, and edgarallanpoefrases is available in English, Portuguese, French, and German. On Twitter size is no guarantee of quality, One tiny Twitter page, located awkwardly at #status/524260435202027520, claims only a puny 43 retweets but flashes this incisive message: "The math thus far: Social Media Influence = Insufferable Public Whining." Incidentally, there are many Poe images on Tumbler at tagged/edgar-allen- and on Instagram at edgar.allan.poe/?hl=en. 

The Reddit site (as in "read it") is operated through contributions from its participating users, who follow guidelines and rules for news aggregation, content ranking, and ongoing discussion, offering significant protection from fakes and frauds.. Subject pages called "subreddits" are marked "/r/." Thus the Google search for "reddit/r/edgarallanpoe" produces 483K matches that deal with his works, life, editions, controversies, influence, memes, images, memorabilia, and controversies. 

The most distinguished Poe blog, which has substantial and authoritative knowledge of Poe, is worldofpoe.blogspot,com which contains 250 posts of high quality and deep interest and a list of 35 links to other Poe sites. Unfortunately the site has been inactive since 2016 when it signed off. At that time the unidentified blogger facetiously proposed that the date of February 13, Rufus Griswold's birthday, henceforth be celebrated as a national holiday for "shared disgust and contempt." 

Fortunately many reliable sites, social network pages, and blogs are still being maintained, in connection with important Poe collections, by museums and libraries. many of which have added social media pages to their traditional Web sites. The Poe Museum in Richmond supports thepoeblog.org, presenting useful teaching resources for middle and high school classrooms, in addition its regular Web site at poemuseum.org/educational-resources, which offers factual information, a Poe timeline, and lesson plans. The Edgar Allan Poe House and Museum in Baltimore presents descriptions of its exhibits and events at its Web site, poeinbaltimore.org/museum, and maintains a Facebook page at @PoeBaltimore. In Philadelphia, the National Park Service maintains as a National Historic Site at nps.gov/edal for the house where Poe lived for one of his six years in Philadelphia.

At its unofficial page for Edgar Allan Poe at blogs.loc.gov, The Library of Congress provides context for "The Raven" with a teacher's guide and the analysis of primary resources. The HRC at the University of Texas Web site educator modules for Poe teaching has subjects such as arguing with, decoding, illustrating, and even parodying Poe, providing digital materials that are suitable for classroom Powerpoint presentations. 

Fortunately, there are more research sites with reliable information about Poe. The earlyuslit (early U.S. literature) Edgar-Allan-Poe node on Wordpress has a detailed descriptive bibliography of resources for teaching in high school English courses. The United States Department of State site at americanenglish.state.gov Edgar-Allan-Poe-story-teller had a collection of text and audio resources for intermediate and advanced learners of American English, focusing on. The archives of the New York Times contain news items about Edgar-Allan-Poe that date as far back as 1874. TED talks have Ted-Ed Scott Peeples, a video appreciation by Poe scholar Scott Peeples, and Ted-Ed Edgar Allan Poe Refresher, is biographical video with materials for building a lesson. 

A closing bit of news: on June 12, 2019, a gold pocket watch said to be Poe's, engraved with the name Edgar Allan Poe, and estimated to be worth $120,000 was auctioned at Christie's, where it went for twice that amount, $250,000. 
